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enthroned Son of Heaven. Thereafter, in Ms private
and personal capacity, he was the faithful henchman
of Tzu Hsi and ready in most things to do her
bidding; yet as an official he stoutly opposed her
when she contemplated a crime against the wretched
Emperor, her nephew.

Contemporary opinion among his own country-
men, cynical after the manner of the East, is wont
to attribute his action on both these critical occasions
to the Viceroy's far-seeing regard to his own private
interests. Such cynicism may well be justified in
reference to his course of action in 1875, for he had
then everything to gain by the continuance of Tzu
Hsi's Regency and the selection of a baby Emperor,
But there is reason to believe that he, like his Imperial
mistress, repented of the evil done on that occasion
in violation of all Confucian principles of govern-
ment. In 1898 his personal and vested interests
were still dependent on the favour of the Empress
and the goodwill of her Chief Eunuch, whereas the
Emperor and his Cantonese reformers aimed at
placing Young China in power. To this policy, Li
was naturally opposed in so far as his private
interests were concerned. His action in joining
with the Yangtsze Viceroys to prevent the deposi-
tion and taking-off of the Emperor may therefore
reasonably be ascribed to something higher and
wiser than personal considerations.

It has been said of Li Hung-chang that at more
than one period of his career, and especially during
the Taiping rebellion, he cherished secret ambitions
to the throne. Gordon referred to this rumour in
letters written from China in 1863, but does not
appear to have attached more importance to it than